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7 Grantham Road, Seven Hills. NSW. 2147
Parish Priest: Fr Henry Huu Duc Tran
Parish Deacon: Deacon Thong Nguyen

Rosie Sadipoor, Kim Dang,
Jane Nguyen, Laura llioski

9am - 3.00pm

Parish Office Team:

Office Hours: Monday-Friday:

WEEKDAY MASS: Tues, Wed, Fri. 8.00am
Thursday 9.00am
WEEKEND MASS: Saturday Vigil 6pm

Sunday 8am & 9.30am

PARISH OF SEVEN HILLS
@téﬂ@wunandet{u@pﬂmtaxpmg/&‘stagf.’

Ph. 9622 2920

Email: secretary@olol7hills.com.au

OLOL 8869 6800

Ms Keiran Byrnes
Saturday 4:30-5:30pm
26 November 2025
23 November 2025
Mrs Artelle Lenthall
Diana Park

Parish School:

Principal:

Reconciliation:
Baptismal Preparation:
Baptism:

Sacrament Co-Ordinator:
Youth Co-Ordinator:

Parish Website: www.olol7hills.org.au
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/OLOL7Hills/

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE
23 November 2025 ¢ Year C

Let us Pray for the Sick
Florence Arinaran, Lorenzo Balabat, Max Barrett, Luigi Bertinato, Penny
Briscoe, Irene Cabasa, Alma Caguimbal, Mary Camilleri, John Crowther,

f\
Si% Lawrence Charles, James Debattista, Christian Detera, Ben Dixon, Para

Dias, Annabelle Edwards, Lucia Fernando, Renuka Femando, Philippe
Honore, Anthony Janicska, Mary Jordan, T.Q Letran, Susie Manga, Melissa
Mead, Blago Milicevic, Zeferino Jayson Morales, Gary Morrissey, Jayne Muscat,
Lynnda Lim-Huynh, Michelle Pellicano, Debra Price, Camy Ratnam, Arabella
Steele, Sue Tipaldo, Chandra Sampantham, Caroline Stevenson, Vivian Tomines,
Sakalia Ameto Vili, Natalie Woodward.

If you would like to add to our Sick List or know of any
Parishioner who is unwell please contact Father Henry or email the
Parish Office: secretary@olol7hills.com.au
We can also arrange for Holy Communion or a visit if required.

Let us Pray for the Deceased
Recently Deceased: Rev. Sr. Joyce Marie, Bruna Bagatella, Antonietta Bertimato,
Joe Galea, Joseph Grech, Chandra Fernando, Tessie & Andy Mangine, Maria
Mendonca, Aggie Motha, Maria Amma Peter, Sam Raiti, Fay Russell, Forta
Sultana, llalio Tautuna, Ralph Vaz, Antionette Zarb.

Anniversaries: Leisle Abreo, Mary Alagiah, France Angseesing, Carolina Borg,
Blaise Costa, Frank, John Falzon, Lena Falzon, M.A Fernando, Rienzie Fernando,
Monte Franco, Stephen Gravina, Paul Gauci, Martha Joseph, Felna Mislos, Ngoc
Khuong Mai, Pietro Marra, A. Mansoor, Pauline Meilak, Charles Muscat, Tony
Muscat, Jason Muscat, Jacintha Noronha, Natalia Prahinog, Benedicto Pacanza,
Isabela Imperial Rudern Pacanza, Felicisimo Prahinog, Vicente Sesduero, Lorita
Laberinto Udan, Floriana Usero, Seu, Selela & Atonio Vili, Doreen Wardell.

Remembrance: Jose Abadiano, Neil Amaratunga, Maria Olympia Almodovar,
Helen Bonnici, Gregorio Almodovar, Antonio, Amelia & Germana Bertimato,
Peter & Antonio, Frank, Maurice & Joseph Camenzuli, Barrie Chamberlain,

Joseph, Johnny Edwards, Sam & Silvia Debattista, Carmen, Jimmy, Antonia,
Tania, Tony, Vicki, Louie, Joe & Launcer De Guire, O. Francis, J. Francis,
Melvyn Fernandes, Merita Fernando, Nevis Fernando, lleen Franklin, Leandro
Garcia Snr, Evangeline, Rudy Garcia, Jose Garcia, Mario & Joe Gat, Maximilian
& Julian Epondulan, Selvam lrudayaraj, Hans Vito Johansson, Sylvia Johansson,
J.B, Jonathan Tek Kie, Mangion & Cini Family, Sashin Patrick Manamperi, Paul
Michalef, William & Emilia Mifsud, Joseph & Doris Mifsud, Mary Mifsud, Felna
Mislos, Bertu, Albert, Paul, Louis, Stephen & Joseph Mula, Anton & Lourda
Motha, Mary & Francis Muscat, Jason Muscat & family, Gil & Angelita Opina,
Romeo M. Palmos, Carol Anne Paterson, Lakshman Perera, Eustace Ratnam,
John & Roseline Ratnam, Mary Silva, Souls of Seuava family, Sheadon Trek,
Pasiole Uate, Dionisio Udan, Tony Vassollo, Shane Vaz, Jim Vella, Generoso,
Modesta, Fernando Viray, Antonio, Seu, Selela Vili, Vinnie Zahra, Robert & Leila
Zammit, Mary Zammit. **Names will be published for 2 weeks at a time.**

THE PILGRIM STATUE OF OUR LADY OF LOURDES

The Statue of Virgin Mary is available for home visitation and will reside
with you for a week, being Sunday to Saturday. If you are wishing to
participate, please leave your name and address with the Parish Office
or contact Maryse Angseesing on 0467 701 010.

Our Lady of Lourdes

Ever Immaculate Virgin, Mother of mercy, health of the
sick, refuge of sinners, comfort of the afflicted, you know
my needs, my troubles, my sufferings; cast on me a look
of pity. By appearing in the grotto of Lourdes, you were
pleased to make it a privileged sanctuary, from which you
dispense your favours, and already many sufferers have
obtained the cure of their infirmities, both
spiritual and physical. | come, therefore,
with the most unbounded confidence to
implore your maternal intercession.
Obtain most loving mother, my requests,
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.

Amen.

REGULAR COLLECTIONS - First and Second

FIRST COLLECTION is for the support of Priests throughout the Diocese.
ON-LINE BANK DONATIONS
Account name: Parramatta Diocesan Clergy

BSB: 067 950
ACC: 00 00 4265
Reference: Seven Hills - 6035

SECOND COLLECTION or Planned Giving Program

On behalf of the Parish Community, | would like to thank you very much for
your ongoing support, which has been absolutely vital in keeping our Parish
going strong. Projects completed include the Hall Kitchen renovation, Parish
Meeting Room painting, Parish Office and Meeting Room Roof painted,
Church roof cleaned and ceiling repaired and painted.

ON-LINE BANK DONATIONS
Account Name: Seven Hills Catholic Church.

BSB: 067 950
ACC: 000552
Reference: (Your Planned Giving envelope number

or for a one off donation, ‘DONATION’ )

IN-PERSON BANK DEPOSIT (at a Bank Inst / Branch)
Account Name: Seven Hills Catholic Church

BSB: 062 315
ACCID # 00901486
AGENT # 660

SMART DEVICE TERMINALS
All donations made via these new machines are shared 50/50 with our Diocese

KEEP UP TO DATE
By visiting our parish website with news, the bulletin, prayers
and much more. Visit www.olol7hills.org.au




FIRST READING A reading from the second book of Samuel 5:1-3

All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron. ‘Look’ they said ‘we are your own flesh and blood. In days past
when Saul was our king, it was you who led Israel in all their exploits; and the Lord said to you, “You are the man who
shall be shepherd of my people Israel, you shall be the leader of Israel.” So all the elders of Israel came to the king
at Hebron, and King David made a pact with them at Hebron in the presence of the Lord, and they anointed David
king of Israel.

The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

(R) Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

1. | rejoiced when | heard them say: 3. Forlsrael's law it s,
‘Let us go to God’s house.’ there to praise the Lord’s name.
And now our feet are standing There were set the thrones of judgement
within your gates, O Jerusalem. (R.) of the house of David. (R.)

2. Jerusalem is built as a city
strongly compact.
It is there that the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Lord. (R.)

SECOND READING A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Colossians 1:12-20

We give thanks to the Father who has made it possible for you to join the saints and with them to inherit the light.
Because that is what he has done: he has taken us out of the power of darkness and created a place for us in the
kingdom of the Son that he loves, and in him, we gain our freedom, the forgiveness of our sins.

He is the image of the unseen God and the first-born of all creation, for in him were created all things in heaven and
on earth: everything visible and everything invisible, Thrones, Dominations, Sovereignties, Powers — all things were
created through him and for him. Before anything was created, he existed, and he holds all things in unity. Now the
Church is his body, he is its head.

As he is the Beginning, he was first to be born from the dead, so that he should be first in every way; because God
wanted all perfection to be found in him and all things to be reconciled through him and for him, everything in heaven
and everything on earth, when he made peace by his death on the cross.

The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

Blessed is he who inherits the kingdom of David our Father;
blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 23:35-43

The people stayed there before the cross watching Jesus. As for the leaders, they jeered at him. ‘He saved others,’
they said, ‘let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.” The soldiers mocked him too, and when
they approached to offer him vinegar they said, ‘If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” Above him there was
an inscription: ‘This is the King of the Jews.’

One of the criminals hanging there abused him. ‘Are you not the Christ?’ he said. ‘Save yourself and us as well.” But
the other spoke up and rebuked him. ‘Have you no fear of God at all?’ he said. ‘You got the same sentence as he did,
but in our case we deserved it: we are paying for what we did. But this man has done nothing wrong. Jesus,’ he said,
‘remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ ‘Indeed, | promise you,” he replied, ‘today you will be with me in
paradise.’

The Gospel of the Lord.



GOSPEL REFLECTION - Christ the King Luke 23:35-43

Because a king is the embodiment of his kingdom, whatever you do to him, you also do to his subjects. Thus, insulting the
king is just like insulting all the people he rules, and honoring him is like honoring the entire kingdom. The king, for his
part, acts in the name of all of his subjects. When he forgives or pardons, the entire kingdom forgives or pardons through
him.

Being our king, Jesus died on the cross not as an individual but as our representative. In a way, we were also tortured and
nailed to the cross with him. That is why Jesus' suffering and death atoned for our sins, something that would not have
been possible if Jesus were not our king. Just as we can say we hung on the cross and died with Jesus, we can also use
the same reasoning to claim we have risen from the dead with him. Death no longer has power over Jesus nor any power
over us. At the end of the world, we will rise from our graves, never to die again. This is a central teaching of our Christian
faith.

In today's Gospel, the crowd, the soldiers, and one of the thieves crucified next to Jesus mock him, contemptuously
asking if he is the messiah they are expecting. Because God was supposed to anoint the messiah with his spirit, some of
the Jews believed the messiah would lead them in battle against their enemies and would eventually gain control of the
world. Jesus, who was neither a successful military leader nor a powerful political figure, failed to meet these expectations
when he suffered a very disgraceful death as a common criminal. It seemed like Jesus was the exact opposite of what the
messiah was supposed to be.

When the Romans led a man outside the city for crucifixion, a soldier usually went before him carrying a sign announcing
the man's crime. The soldier later nailed this sign to the top of the cross. The inscription above Jesus' head identifies him
as the king of the Jews, a charge that, according to John's Gospel, appeared in Latin, Hebrew, and Greek. In pictures of
the crucified Jesus, this sign usually contains the letters INRI, the first letters of the Latin words lesus Nazaraenus, Rex

Judaeorum, which means "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews."

For Reflection -

One of the criminals crucified next to Jesus recognized him as the messiah after everyone else gave up on him.
How easily do you give up on Jesus when he doesn't respond as you expect? Pray today for the faith to accept Jesus as
your own messiah and savior even when things do not go your way.

PARISH NEWS...

BISHOP’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL

SUPPORTING CATHOLIC CARE GRIEF AND LOSS COUNSELLING
Many individuals and families are carrying grief, stress and
uncertainty, wrestling with the rising cost-of-living, unstable
work and the heartbreak of losing a loved one. Your kind
generosity is the way to open the doors of hope. Please
give at parracatholic.org/appeal or through the envelopes
that can be found on your pew. Thank you.

PARISH BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE

During this month of November, we focus upon praying for
all those who have gone before us, and all are encouraged
to enter in our Parish Book of Remembrance the names of
the deceased you would like to pray for. The book is placed
at the Baptismal font before Mass and brought to the front
of the Altar at Mass to remind us of our communion with
those whose names are registered in the book.

November envelopes are also available around the church
for our parishioners to offer Mass intentions for the dead,
please leave your Mass intention envelopes in the offering
bowl on the Altar.

PARISH THANK YOU DINNER

As a Parish tradition, all our ministers and volunteers are
invited to join our Parish Thank You dinner at 6.30pm on
Friday the 28th November 2025 in our Parish Hall. Please
RSVP on the clipboard available at the rear of the church
for catering purposes.

WESTERN SYDNEY WOMEN’S INTHERFAITH INITIATIVE
Women of our parish are invited to join Western Sydney
Women’s IntHERfaith Initiative and Afghan Women on the
Move (AWOTM)for a hamper drive supporting local Afghan
and multicultural women in need. Afghan women will visit
the parish meeting room, Friday 28 November 11am till
12.30pm to share first-hand refugee and migrant stories of
resilience, courage and hope, featuring a presentation by
AWOTM founder Maryam Popal. Your donation of non-
perishable goods demonstrates Catholic compassion and
builds friendships across faiths and cultures. A box located
at the back of the church can be found to place donations.

MINISTRY ROSTER UPDATE

Roster Forms to update your latest contact information and
availability to serve in various ministries for the next 6
months are now available at the back Sacristy, alternatively
you can send or print a form off our OLOL Web Page under
Parish Directory > Parish Forms. Please return by the 28th
of November.

SCAM ALERT

Please be aware of scam messages circulating throughout
the Diocese referencing parish priest names asking for
your assistance. Please delete and don’t click on any links.
If you need to verify the source call the Parish Office.

FAMILY GROUP MOVEMENT (FGM) AT OLOL

The Joyful Journey and Divine Rainbow family groups will
jointly host the morning tea after 9:30am mass on Sunday
30-November. This month marks the first anniversary of the
Family Group Movement at OLOL. We warmly invite our
parishioners to this event to hear of the amazing bond the
families have built over the past 12 months.

REPORT FROM OUR RECENT PARISH PASTORAL
COUNCIL MEETING

During the meeting, members of the PPC had the chance to
listen to both the reports from various Parish groups and the
update of our Parish Pastoral Plan, and discuss Fundraising
projects for the construction of our Parish Hall canopy, that
include the three-stage Plaque Funding Project, the raffle
and possibly a Multicultural night. With the Plaque Funding
Project, our parishioners will have the opportunity to leave
their mark in the history of the parish by purchasing a plaque
inscribed a chosen name for $300 each and to be installed
on the wall in front of our Parish hall, and for stage 1 of this
project our parishioners are invited to enter their name and
contact number on the Pledging book starting from the first
Sunday of Advent. Our Parish Office will then be in contact
to settle payments in stage 2 from the beginning of 2026.
The plaque installations will then proceed in stage 3 at the
completion of the construction process. Please give your
most generous support to this project a success story of our
beloved Parish.



DIOCESAN NEWS

Positions Vacant
. Catholic Chaplain — Catholic Care Western Sydney and
the Blue Mountains

. Parish Secretary (permanent part-time)
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, Wentworthville

More details at: parracatholic.org/jobs

Position Vacancy: Aid to the Church in Need

Aid to the Church in Need is seeking to appoint a Benefactor
Support Manager. A full-time role, based in Penrith, NSW,
and there is flexibility of working from home arrangements
on Monday’s or Friday’s. For further information and to
apply before Monday 24 November, contact Anthony Spata
at Reach HR on 0402 210055 or anthony@reachhr.com.au

Develop community self-reliance and create
lasting change! Discover How you can get
involved in Palms International Volunteering
Discover Palms International Volunteering online in these
two special sessions where you’ll hear how skill-exchange
makes a lasting impact in communities in our Southeast
Asian region.

1. Explore our GAP YEAR opportunities for (18-25y0)
Year 12 graduates and university students, that could
shape your future. Date: Thursday 4 December 2025
Time: 6pm or 9pm AEDT (NSW/VIC/ACT/TAS)

2. Join our TIMOR-LESTE ENCOUNTER Information
session for those who would like a short taste and tour of
Palms placements to Timor-Leste from 14-27@
May 2026. Date: Monday 8 December 2025

Time: 7.30pm-8.30pm AEDT (NSW/VIC/ACT/
TAS)

Venue: ONLINE-Scan the QR code or

register at palms.org.au/events 02 9560 5333

OLOL SAFEGUARDING NEWS

Supporting the Safety of Our Community

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Seven Hills and The Diocese of
Parramatta take the safeguarding of children and vulnerable
persons seriously. This includes past or present forms of
abuse. Safeguarding those who are vulnerable is part of the
mission that Jesus Christ entrusts to our Church. We all
have a role to play in safeguarding those who are vulnerable.
Concerns about safeguarding may be referred to Fr Henry,
our Parish Priest, or directly to the: Office for Safeguarding
and Professional Standards Ph (02) 8838 3419 or via
Email: safeguarding@parracatholic.org.

Safeguarding Face-to-face Training Opportunities

If missed any of the face to face training held at our parish,
you can complete these modules independently at times
convenient to you via https://learning.safeguarding.org.au .

Visiting Clergy to OLOL

Visiting Clergy to our Church while Fr Henry was away on
his retreat, uphold the standards and processes here, at
OLOL and the Diocese of Parramatta have put in place to
ensure the safety of our Community.

Photography

Photos may be taken of you whilst volunteering, especially
during Christmas. If you do not wish your photo to be used,
please inform the person taking the photo or through the
Parish Office. Permission from a child’s parent/guardian
must be sought before taking any photographs of children.

Diocesan Advent Week Scripture Reflection Evening:

26 November

In what way would you say I'm ‘awaiting’ God’s presence
this Advent? How do | see myself in Advent Scripture stories
this year? Register for the Diocesan Advent Scripture
Reflection Evening w/ Dr Debra Snoddy on Wednesday 26
November 2025 — 6:30PM to 8:30pm. RSVP via https://
parracatholic.org/events/diocesan-advent-scripture-night-26-
november/ or get in touch with the MET team via email
met@parracatholic.org

Baulkham Hills Parish Christmas Carols: 6 December
Celebrate the spirit of Christmas with the Parish of Baulkham
Hills’ fun-filled Christmas Carols event on Saturday 6th of
December at St Michael's Primary School Hall from 6.30pm
(after Mass). Bring a picnic and a comfy chair and enjoy a
great night of music, laughter, and friendship. For more
information, contact the parish office on (02) 9639 0598 or
email baulkhamhills@parracatholic.org.

Caritas Australia’s Global Gifts are Christmas Cards
with purpose!

Every card you buy helps build brighter futures for children,
women and men experiencing hardship and poverty. By
putting your compassion into action and shopping for the
Global Gifts of your choice you will bring hope and joy to the
world’s most vulnerable and communities, while giving your
loved ones a meaningful Christmas card. View the range of
Global Gifts: www.globalgifts.org.au

Donate to Jesuit Refugee Services this Christmas!

As Christmas approaches, Jesuit Refugee Services is calling
upon the community to support their work accompanying
and serving people seeking asylum who are facing home-
lessness. Parishes and communities are invited to contribute
to JRS’ Advent Food Drive, collecting pantry staples to stock
their Foodbank, or by purchasing supermarket gift cards for
groceries over the holiday period. For more information
about how you can help, please contact Kristen on (02)
9356 3888 or email kristen.lazarus@jrs.org.au.

Children and Young People’s Participation

A Safeguarding culture for Children and Young People is
fostered and sustained by our parish being committed to
living the Gospel by serving the most vulnerable. Here at
OLOL Seven Hills we implement all Arch/Diocesan policies,
procedures and community standards that are Child and
Young Person centred to lift barriers so their voices can be
heard and their participation valued.

OLOL Parish community values and celebrates ALL our
Children and Young People for who they are and the great
contributions they make to our parish. We therefore have an
obligation to uphold their human and spiritual rights. This is
achieved at OLOL by: 1. Providing ministries, services and
programs that are relevant for Children and Young People
including those who identify as Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander, who are from culturally and linguistically diverse
backgrounds and who have a disability; 2. Committing to
zero tolerance to any attitude and activity that makes Children
and Young People feel less safe; 3. Enhancing relationships
between leaders, community members, Children and Young
People; and 4. Creating a new perspective to invigorate
renewal. We also ensure all our volunteers and staff have
an up to date WWCC and completed all safeguard training.

Safeguarding Prayer

Let your grace and love fall gently now upon our children
and adults at risk, giving them the inner strength, peace and
resilience to seek out assistance when required. Amen



POPE LEO’S ANGELUS

Dear brothers and sisters, happy Sunday!

As the liturgical year draws to a close, today’s Gospel (Lk 21:5-19) invites us to reflect on the travails of history and
the end times. Looking at these events and knowing our hearts, Jesus invites us not to be overcome by fear:
“When you hear of wars and insurrections,” he says, “do not be terrified” (v. 9).

His appeal is very timely because unfortunately we receive daily news about conflicts, disasters and persecutions
that torment millions of men and women. In the face of these afflictions, and in the face of the indifference that
seeks to ignore them, Jesus’ words proclaim that the attack of evil cannot destroy the hope of those who trust in
him. The darker the hour, the more faith shines like the sun.

Twice, in fact, Christ affirms that “because of my name” many will suffer violence and betrayal (Lk 21:12, 17), but
precisely then they will have the opportunity to bear witness (cf. v. 13). We are called to follow the example of the
Master, who revealed the immensity of his love on the cross. This encouragement concerns us all. Indeed, the
persecution of Christians does not only happen through mistreatment and weapons, but also with words, that is,
through lies and ideological manipulation. Especially when we are oppressed by these evils, both physical and
moral, we are called to bear witness to the truth that saves the world; to the justice that redeems peoples from
oppression; to the hope that shows everyone the way to peace.

Jesus’ words, in a prophetic way, attest to the fact that the disasters and sorrows of history will come to an end. At
the same time, the joy of those who recognize him as Savior, is destined to last forever. “By your endurance you
will gain your souls” (Lk 21:19): this promise of the Lord gives us the strength to resist the threatening events of
history and every offense. We do not remain powerless in the face of suffering, because he himself gives us
“words and a wisdom” (v. 15) always to do the good with a fervent heart.

Dear friends, throughout the history of the Church, it is above all the martyrs who remind us that God’s grace is
capable of transforming even violence into a sign of redemption. Therefore, joining with our brothers and sisters
who suffer for the name of Jesus, let us confidently seek the intercession of Mary, Help of Christians. In every trial
and difficulty, may the Blessed Virgin console and sustain us.

After the Angelus:

Dear brothers and sisters!

I mentioned in my reflection on the Gospel, Christians today are still suffering from discrimination and persecution
in various parts of the world. In particular, | think of Bangladesh, Nigeria, Mozambique, Sudan and other countries
from which we often hear news of attacks on communities and places of worship. God is a merciful Father, and he
desires peace among all his children! My prayers are with the families in Kivu, in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, where in recent days there has been a massacre of civilians, with at least 20 victims of a terrorist attack.
Let us pray that all violence will cease, and that believers will work together for the common good.

| follow with sorrow the news of the attacks that continue to strike numerous Ukrainian cities, including Kyiv. They
cause casualties and injuries — children among them — and extensive damage to civilian infrastructure, leaving
families homeless as the cold weather sets in. | assure those severely affected of my closeness. We must not
become accustomed to war and destruction! Let us pray together for a just and lasting peace in war-torn Ukraine.

| would also like to offer my prayers for the victims of the serious road accident that occurred last Wednesday in
southern Peru. May the Lord welcome the deceased, sustain the injured and comfort the bereaved families.

In Bari, Carmelo De Palma was beatified. He was a diocesan priest who died in 1961 after a life generously spent
in the ministry of Confession and spiritual accompaniment. May his witness inspire priests to give themselves
unreservedly to the service of God'’s holy people.

Today we celebrate the World Day of the Poor. | thank all those in dioceses and parishes who have organized
initiatives of solidarity with the most disadvantaged. This is an opportune day on which to highlight once again the
Apostolic Exhortation Dilexi Te, “| have loved you”, on love for the poor, a document that Pope Francis was preparing
in the last months of his life and which | completed with great joy.

Today, we also remember all those who have died in road accidents, too often caused by irresponsible behavior.
Let each of us examine our conscience on this matter.

| also join the Church in Italy, which today promotes the “Day of prayer for the victims and survivors of abuse”, so
that a culture of respect may grow and ensure the protection of the dignity of every person, especially minors and
the most vulnerable.

| warmly greet all of you, the faithful of Rome and pilgrims from Italy, and from many parts of the world, especially
those from Bar in Montenegro, Valencia in Spain, Syros in Greece, Puerto Rico, Sofia in Bulgaria, Bismarck in the
United States of America, students of the Catholic Theological Union in Chicago and the Eintracht Nentershausen
Choir from Germany.

| greet Polish pilgrims, recalling the anniversary of the Message of Reconciliation addressed by the Polish Bishops
to the German Bishops after the Second World War. Finally, | greet the Vincentian Family and the groups from
Lurago d’Erba, Coiano, Cusago, Paderno Dugnano and Borno.

| thank you all, and wish you a happy Sunday!



POPE LEO XIV

Catechesis Cycle — Jubilee 2025: Jesus Christ Our Hope. IV. The Resurrection of Christ and the Challenges of
today's world. 5. Easter spirituality and integral ecology

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning and welcome!

We are reflecting, in this Jubilee Year dedicated to hope, on the relationship between the Resurrection of Christ and the
challenges of the contemporary world, that is, our challenges. At times, Jesus, the Living One, wants to ask us too: “Why
do you weep? Who do you seek?”. Indeed, challenges cannot be faced alone and tears are a gift of life when they purify
our eyes and liberate our gaze.

John the Evangelist draws to our attention a detail that we do not find in the other Gospels: weeping near the empty
tomb, Mary Magdalene did not immediately recognize the risen Jesus, but thought he was the gardener. Indeed, already
narrating the burial of Jesus, at sunset on Good Friday, the text was precise: “Now in the place where he was crucified
there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb where no one had ever been laid. So because of the Jewish day of
Preparation, as the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there” (Jn 19:40-41).

Thus, in the peace of the Sabbath and the beauty of a garden, the dramatic struggle between darkness and light that
began with the betrayal, arrest, abandonment, condemnation, humiliation and killing of the Son, who “having loved his
own who were in the world ... loved them to the end” (Jn 13:1), comes to a close. Cultivating and keeping the garden is
the original task (cf. Gen 2:15) that Jesus brought to fulfilment. His last words on the cross — “It is finished” (Jn 19:30) —invite
each of us to rediscover the same task, our task. For this reason, “he bowed his head and gave up his spirit” (v. 30).

Dear brothers and sisters, Mary Magdalene was not entirely mistaken then, believing she had encountered the gardener!
Indeed, she had to hear her own name again and understand her task from the new Man, the one who in another text of
John says: “Behold, | make all things new” (Rev 21:5). Pope Francis, with the Encyclical Laudato si’, showed us the
extreme need for a contemplative gaze: if he is not the custodian of the garden, the human being becomes its destroyer.
Christian hope therefore responds to the challenges to which all humanity is exposed today by dwelling in the garden
where the Crucified One was laid as a seed, to rise again and bear much fruit.

Paradise is not lost, but found again. In this way, the death and resurrection of Jesus are the foundation of a spirituality of
integral ecology, outside of which the words of faith have no hold on reality and the words of science remain outside the
heart. “Ecological culture cannot be reduced to a series of urgent and partial responses to the immediate problems of
pollution, environmental decay and the depletion of natural resources. There needs to be a distinctive way of looking at
things, a way of thinking, policies, an educational programme, a lifestyle and a spirituality which together generate
resistance” (Laudato si’, 111).

For this reason, we speak of an ecological conversion, which Christians cannot separate from the reversal of course that
Jesus asks of them. A sign of this is Mary’s turning around on that Easter morning: only by conversion after conversion
do we pass through that vale of tears to the new Jerusalem. This passage, which begins in the heart and is spiritual,
changes history, engages us publicly, and activates solidarity that now protects people and creatures from the longings
of wolves, in the name and power of the Lamb-Shepherd.

In this way, the sons and daughters of the Church can now meet millions of young people and other men and women of
good will who have heard the cry of the poor and the earth, letting it touch their hearts. There are also many people who
desire, through a more direct relationship with creation, a new harmony that will lead them beyond so many divisions. On
the other hand, still “the heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. Day to day
pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge. There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not
heard; yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world” (Ps 18:1-4).

May the Spirit give us the ability to listen to the voice of those who have no voice. We will see, then, what the eyes do not
yet see: that garden, or Paradise, which we will only reach by welcoming and fulfilling our own task.

Special greetings

I am happy to welcome this morning the English-speaking pilgrims and visitors, especially those from England, Ireland,
Senegal, Uganda, China, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, South Korea, Vietham and the United States
of America. A greeting to the students and faculty from Xavier University of Louisiana and the University of Dallas, Texas.
With prayerful good wishes that the present Jubilee of Hope may be for you and your families a time of grace and spiritual
renewal, | invoke upon all of you the joy and peace of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

Summary of the Holy Father's words

Dear brothers and sisters,

In our continuing catechesis on the Jubilee theme of “Jesus Christ our Hope,” today we consider Christ’s Resurrection
and its impact on the challenges of today’s world, especially in living out integral ecology. If we allow it, Christ’s salvific
act can transform all our relationships: with God, with other people and with creation. Like Mary Magdalene on Easter
morning, who turned around to look at Jesus, we too must allow the seed of Christian hope to bear fruit, convert our
hearts and influence the ways we respond to the issues that we face. As followers of Jesus, we are called to promote
lifestyles and policies that focus on the protection of human dignity and of all of creation. Let us ask for the grace to see
our struggles through the gaze of the Resurrection and may we influence the world with hope and Easter joy.



GENERAL NOTICES...

NEW TO OUR LADY OF LOURDES? HOW CAN WE SERVE YOU?
Welcome. Wherever you are in your faith journey, it is great to have you.
Please visit our website or call the parish office. We’re here to serve you.
www.olol7hills.org.au

Follow us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/OLOL7Hills/

SICK AND/OR HOMEBOUND

Would you like to receive Communion? Or seriously ill or in danger of
death? We have dedicated ministers who can visit and bring you
communion. Feel free to approach or call Fr Henry for the Holy Anointing
of the Sick. Please call the parish office 9622 2920

FUNERALS

When a Funeral is to be celebrated, please contact the parish office to
organise a meeting with Fr Henry. Funerals are not permitted on Sundays
or Holy Days of Obligation.

BAPTISM

Parents desiring Baptism for their children are encouraged to contact the
parish office to arrange for the required preparation class for parents.

MASS INTENTIONS
All Mass intentions must be submitted to the Parish Office on or before
Thursday. Names will be published for 2 weeks at a time.

LOURDES OVER 50s GROUP
Over 50s meeting Thursday 12th February 2026, 10.30am- 1pm in

LOURDES
OVER 50'S

the Parish Hall. Please bring a plate to share.

LOURDES: LUMINATE YOUNG ADULTS GROUP
For information please contact lan Epondulan: youtholol7h@gmail.com
or search ‘Lourdes 7Hills Young Adults’ on Facebook.

THE GROTTO: OLOL JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP

We invite children aged 9-14yrs old to join our Parish junior youth group on
every third Sunday of the month. For information please contact Diana Park
via email: dianap@olol7hills.com.au or visit ololyouth7hills on Instagram or
search ‘OLOL Youth Ministry’ on Facebook.

LOURDES PLAYGROUP

OLOL Parish playgroup is a fun playtime for children aged 0 to 5 years old
and their carers. It is held every Friday morning during school terms
9.00am-11.00am in the Parish Meeting Room. For further information
please contact Maria Hosni 0432 174 056 or the Parish Office.

LEGION OF MARY
Thursdays at 1.30pm in the Parish Meeting Room. All Welcome.

CHRIST CATHOLIC COMMUNITY PRAYER GROUP
Thursdays at 9.30am in the Parish Meeting Room. All Welcome

Vinnies Support Centres Are Available To Those In Need

The St Vincent de Paul Society has members and community-focused Vinnies
Support Centres right across NSW. They provide people in immediate crisis with
assistance. If you need assistance, call 131812 (option 3) to be redirected to your
nearest Vinnies Support Centre. To find out more about the support that is available,
visit https://www.vinnies.org.au/nsw/find-help. If you'd like to contribute to
helping those in need in the local community through the St Vincent de Paul
Society, please email Reno Abela at rabel24@gmail.com.

OFFERTORY PROCESSION FOR OUR WEEKEND MASSES

With the intention to help our community to get more involved at Mass and
better appreciate our share in the priesthood of the faithful, meaning our call
to be priests, prophets and kings or queens of Jesus through baptism that
Fr David Orr reminded us in our Parish retreat, | would like to invite all our
parishioners to take part in the offertory procession, especially families that
have some special celebrations in the families, such as baptisms, birthdays,
wedding anniversaries, or death anniversaries. Please see Fr Henry or Ernie
before Mass to arrange it.

November 2025
26 Baptism Preparation Meeting 7.30pm
28 Parish Volunteer's Dinner 6.30pm
29 Floral Team Meeting 11.00am
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OLOL MINISTRY ROSTER

Acolytes, Ministers, Readers and Altar
Servers, please remember to arrive 15
minutes before the beginning of Mass.

22/23 November

Acolytes

Ministers

Readers

Altar Servers

Morning

tea
(after 9.30am
Mass)

Vigil: Abel Do Rosario

8am: Ernie Gartner

9.30am: Ramzee Michael
Vigil: M. Simic, N. Shami
8am: T. Perak, F. Paiva
9.30am: M. Michael, P. Gow
Vigil: A. Punch, N. Do Rosario
8am: Sub Rqd, J. Mai
9.30am: L. Rigney, C. Diaz
Vigil: Leaonardo, Saoirse &
Sebastian Costello

8am: Sub Rqd

9.30am: C. Attard, L. Sager,
M. Stormer

Couples for Christ

Vigil: Nina’s Group

Musicians 8am: Christine Clarke
9.30am: Nina's Group
Flowers Annette & Mary
Church Lourdes Spiteri
Cleaning 4 Dec Edgardo Barcelon
Vigil:  Ram Ugre
Welcomers 8am: Volunteer
9.30am: Georgina Basili
29/30 November
Vigil: Darryl Green
Acolytes 8am: Eugene Miu
9.30am: Rommel Lagare
Vigil: J. Franco, M. Mifsud
Ministers 8am: F. Paiva, B. Motha
9.30am: Kilifi Huihui, C. Brooks
Vigil: A. Franco, N. Sumcad
Readers 8am: P. Ferriols, K. Walker
9.30am: Kamela Huihui, E. Pieris
Altar Servers | Vigil: M. Forrest, C. Smith, E. Wright
8am: C. Bellamin, A. Faulkner-Dhiman,
Sub Reqd
9.30am: J. Blackshaw, Jenolin &
Majerin Pieris
Morning .
tea Family Group Movement

(after 9.30am
Mass)

Vigil: Maximilian Chorale

Musicians 8am: Fr Henry
9.30am: Shaun’s Group
Flowers Fennie & Angela
Tongan Community
glgm 13 Dec Edgardo Barcelon
g Edgar Cabrera
Aman Rawah
Vigil:  Volunteer
Welcomers 8am: Volunteer

9.30am: Sastina Pieris
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Feast of Christ the King

When they came to the place called the Skull, there they
crucified him, along with the criminals—one on his right,

Where did Jesus the other on his left, Luke 23:33 (NIV)
reign when He was The puzzle is based on Luke 23:33-43 (NIV). CHRIST THEKING
on earth? Colour in )
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Instructions: Circle the letter by the correct answer.

1.  What made Jesus Christ the King different from other kings?
a. He lived in a palace.
b. He did not wear a beautiful robe or a jeweled crown.
c. He had servants to wait on him.
2.  What else made Jesus Christ the King different from other kings?
a. He had soldiers to fight his battles.
b. He had a country to rule.
c. He had no coins engraved with his face or his name.
3. Christis not just any king. He is the....
a. King of Kings
b. King of Israel
c. King of Rome
4. What did the first criminal being crucified with Christ say?
a. |do not deserve to be crucified!
b. 1am not guilty! Why are you doing this to me?
c. [Ifyou are the Messiah, prove it. Save yourself and us, too.
5.  What did the second criminal being crucified with Christ say?
a. |do not deserve to be crucified!
b. Remember me when you come into your Kingdom.
c. Jesus, why don't you get us off these crosses?
6. What did Jesus say to the second criminal?
a. Today, you will be with me in paradise.

b. You deserve to die! Don't ask for my help!

c. I'm sorry, but | cannot help you.
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